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Nov. 18 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
November 18, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report on
progress toward a negotiated settlement of the
Cyprus question covering the period August 1
to September 30, 1998. The previous submission
covered events during June and July 1998.

United States efforts to bring about a nego-
tiated settlement of the Cyprus issue based on
a bizonal, bicommunal federation remained
steadfast. United States officials encouraged the
Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot leadership
to focus on the core issues of the Cyprus dispute
and encouraged all parties to prepare for even-

tual comprehensive negotiations. My Special
Presidential Emissary for Cyprus, Richard C.
Holbrooke, and the Special Cyprus Coordinator,
Thomas J. Miller, underscored this message in
a series of important meetings in September
with Cypriot, Greek, and Turkish representatives
attending the United Nations General Assembly.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Remarks in ‘‘A Conversation With President Clinton’’ With Tetsuya
Chikushi in Tokyo
November 19, 1998

Opening Remarks

Tetsuya Chikushi. We have our special guest
today who has the biggest influence and respon-
sibility to the future of humankind. We have
this most important bilateral relations, and he’s
the most responsible person in all of the United
States. We are very happy to have him, to greet
him with a large number of audience. Mr. Bill
Clinton, the President of the United States.

Mr. President, welcome to our program, and
I appreciate your choice to join us. It’s really
an honor. I will skip any more ceremonial re-
marks—[inaudible]. To begin with, you have
something to say to the people.

The President. Yes. I will be very brief so
that we can leave the most time possible for
questions. But I would like to begin by thanking
you and this station for making this program
possible. I thank all of you for participating and
also those in Osaka who are joining us.

I would like to open by just emphasizing some
things I think we all know. First, the relationship
between the United States and Japan is very,
very important to both countries and to the
world. We have a very broad partnership in

the security area, in the political area, in the
economic area.

Over the years, there is sometimes greater
emphasis on one issue than another. Over the
years, sometimes America is having particular
problems; sometimes Japan is. But the enduring
nature of our democratic partnership across all
the differences between our peoples is pro-
foundly important. And on the edge of this new
century and a new millennium, when there is
so much change in the way people work and
live and relate to each other, it will become
more important.

That’s why I’m here and why I wanted to
be a part of this townhall meeting. And I thank
you very much.

Mr. Chikushi. Thank you very much. There
are about 100 people here and 30 people in
Osaka, the second largest city, and everybody
wants to discuss with you, to make some ques-
tions. And also, we gathered questions nation-
wide through Internet and facsimile. To start
with, I would like to ask some casual questions,
and I would like to expect a brief answer. From
now on, I’d like to speak in Japanese.
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